First astronaut to
officially represent
Australia tells
Hamilton Secondary
College kids to shoot
for the stars at space
camp
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Australian Astronaut Katherine Bennell-Pegg at
Hamilton Secondary College at the
South Australian Space School camp with students,
Shreya, 15 Kaden, 16 Jasmine, 16 and Rati, 16.
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A captivated audience of two-dozen students at an Adelaide school have just got a high-
flying lesson in a career path like no other.

Inspiring children to shoot for the stars
makes the first astronaut to officially
represent Australia Katherine Bennell-
Pegg “filled with energy”.

The South Australian mother-of-two, 39,
addressed a captivated audience of 24
year 10 students from 18 private and
public schools who took part in a four-day
space camp at Hamilton Secondary
College.

“I remember being young like them,
listening to astronauts speak ... I hope
that they’ll have the chance to be involved
in human space flight too,” Ms Bennell-
Pegg, who is the first astronaut to wear
the Australian flag, said.

“I think it’s so important to see that space
can be a wonderful gateway to many
different careers for young people.”

Year 10 student from Norwood
International School Rati, 16, said she was
“starstruck” after seeing Ms Bennell-Pegg
speak.

Jasmine, a year 10 from Hamilton
Secondary College said listening to Ms
Bennell-Pegg was “inspiring” and
expressed a desire to work in the space
industry.

“It just goes to show that if you put in the
effort and you try really hard ... you can
basically achieve your dreams,” the 16-
year-old said.

Among the activities at the South
Australian Space School camp, students
built and launched model rockets, visited
the University of Adelaide’s moon lab and
the testing facilities at the Royal
Australian Airforce Base at Edinburgh.

Ms Bennell-Pegg could become the first
Australian to travel into space under this
nation’s flag, after fellow South Australian
Andy Thomas had to become an American
citizen in 1986 so he could become the
first Aussie to leave Earth with American
space agency NASA.
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